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in which an operation by extirpation was altogether hopeless
from the extent and character of the adhesions, &c. I believe
these are the first cases of the kind ever treated by an inten-
tional ulcerative process ; and as they are both extreme ones,
there is reason to hope the plan may be of use to many others
similarly circumstanced.

" Dr. Tilt of late has proposed the ulcerative process as a
mode of treatment in ovarian cases; it is, however, but justice
to him to state, that he had no knowledge of the cases here
reported, although they occurred some years ago, simply be-
cause they were reserved for publication until the remainder
of my ovarian cases were put to press. The cases were, how-

ever, witnessed by others, and I trust will be the means of
offering relief to the almost hopeless cases we occasionally
meet with, where extirpation cannot be thought of."

Painfully surprised at being thus represented as advising
and adopting so dangerous a mode of treating ovarian dropsy
as abdominal section and incision of the cyst-displeased
even at finding myself accused of proposing such a plan as
something novel in the history of ovarian disease, I wrote
to Dr. Clay, to complain of a mistake (no doubt, unintentional),
and begging of him to insert my letter in the next number of
the British Record. But as Dr. Clay has not found room for
my letter in his last number, and has not favoured me with
his reasons for refusing so just a demand, I am obliged, in
this instance, with regret, to make use of the columns of your
valuable journal, in order to apprise the readers of the
British Record that the plan I advocate has been mistaken,
and my opinions have been misrepresented in the passages I
have alluded to.

Believe me, Sir, obediently yours,
E. T. TILT.

Gloucester-road, Hyde-park, Sept. 18, 1848.
E. T. TILT.

LETTER ADDRESSED TO DR. CLAY, EDITOR OF THE 
" 
BRITISH

RECORD."
Gloucester-road, Hyde-park, September 9, 1848.

DEAR SIR,&mdash;When you informed me, in a most courteous
manner, that the mode of treating ovarian dropsy, which I
thought novel, had been already adopted by yourself, I was
somewhat surprised, and even expressed to you that I was at
a loss to understand how that could be. In accordance with
your polite offer, I therefore requested you to give me thedetails of the two cases to which you alluded, and I was pleased
at finding them 9 and 10 in the last number of the British
Record. After carefully perusing your two interesting cases,
I am bound to state that in the whole course of my practice
I have never attempted to cure ovarian dropsy in a way sirni-
lar to that tried successfully by yourself in those two cases,
much less have I thought of proposing such a plan. If you
refer to my two last papers in THE LANCET, you will find that,
far from recommending an incision similar to that made by
you in both cases, I have laid peculiar stress on the necessity
of making the smallest possible opening of the cyst. You
will also see that, instead of employing the knife, I make use
of Vienna paste, so that the opening may be the result of
ulceration, or, in other words, an " ulcerative opening," and not
an incision. You will see, in fact, that the plan of treatment
which has been successful in my hands, and which I propose
as deserving of trial in a certain number of cases of ovarian
dropsy, differs " toto coelo" from the plan adopted by yourself
in the a.hnvn.mnntinnnrj racae

You mention also that your cases are the first wherein such
a plan of treatment has ever been employed, or, to use your
own words, " the first cases treated by an intentional ulcera-
tive process ;"but a moment’s reflection will convince you
that the plan of treatment you adopted is not unknown to the
profession. In my review of" the different modes of treating
ovarian dropsy"-now publishing in THE LANCET, under the
head of " Incision of the cyst, leaving setons and India rubber
tubes in its cavity"-I have described this plan of treat-
ment. It was commonly practised by an eminent French
surgeon, Ledran, who wrote and practised in 1753, (M&eacute;moires
de l’Acad&eacute;mie Royale de Chirurgie, tom. ii.) It has been
performed by Houston and by others, whose names, with
references, you will find in the section of my review to which
I allude. It was successfully performed by Mr. Bainbrigge
of Liverpool, and recommended by him as an operation to
be often performed ; and at the end of my last paper in THE
LANCET I have mentioned oases with which you must be
familiar-viz., that of Mr. Massey of New York and the cele-
brated Dieffenbach, who, after having opened the abdomen,
found it impossible to remove the ovarian tumour, and

therefore treated it by incision, leaving a tent between the
lips of the wound.

I am happy to find that we are of the same opinion respect-
ing the value of this mode of treatment, and that you agree
with me that it can only be considered a, 

" pis aller," as an
operation to be maintained to meet some of the eventualities
of ovariotomy, and to atone for the imperfections of our dia-
gnosis of ovarian disease.
You will, I have no doubt, oblige me by inserting this letter

in the next number of your valuable paper ; for you will

easily understand how unwilling I feel that your numerous
readers should for a moment suppose that I advocate as a
general plan of treatment in ovarian dropsy that which I
deprecate and have passed condemnation upon-a plan of
treatment which I could never sanction, unless, gastrotomy
having been performed, it was found impossible to remove the
ovarian tumour. In such a case, the surgeon ought to imitate
your conduct, and that of the eminent men I have named, and
thus give the patient an additional chance of recovery.

I am, dear sir, faithfully yours,
To Dr. Clay, Manchester. E. J. TILT.E. J. TILT.

ON SPASM OF THE HEART.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Spasm of the heart, priinarily affecting that organs
being a disorder which very rarely causes death, I beg
through your valuable journal, to request Messrs. Mills and
Ward to favour the profession with full details of the morbid
appearances which they found in the body of the late Lord
George Bentinck.

I make this request, in consequence of the accounts in the
newspapers being very much abridged, and therefore being
very unsatisf’actory.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
London, Sept. 26th, 1848. INQUIRER.

DIARRH&OElig;A PREMONITORY OF CHOLERA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-The general prevalence, at this time, of the ordinary
autumnal diarrhoea, and the all but certain prospect that the
cholera is now within a very few weeks of reaching our shores,
induce me to recall the attention of the profession to the fol-
lowing extract from a communication I sent you in 1833, in-
serted in the pages of THE LANCET in the 12th of October
number of that year.

Whilst furnishing you with the results of my investigations
as to this cloud-charged pestilence as it then prevailed at
Whitby, and in 1827-8 in Calcutta, I proceeded to state, in
reference to the former place, that "diarrheea is wofully pre-
valent, and portends a still more violent irruption of the
scourge. Under such circumstances it became a matter of
great moment to be able to distinguish that form of looseness
that threatens to end in the more severe stages of cholera
from that which commonly occurs at this season of the year."
"This distinguishing mark is to be found in the fact, that the
choleric diarrlioea is unattended by pain, griping, or other
abdominal uneasiness, and that the faeces are almost invari-
ably of a palish dull yellow hue-in colour and consistence
like veast "

Permit me now to add, that all my experience of the cholera
would lead me very cordially to subscribe to the conclusions
arrived at by the Metropolitan Commissioners of Inquiry,’’’
as embodied in their first report, with respect to it; and I
know not that a better service could be conferred on the
country at this juncture than the re-printing of certain parts
of that report in a cheap form for general distribution.
Unlike the fortunate correspondents of 1’lae Times, I have

no nostrum, no infallible specific, to recommend:&mdash;" Felix,
qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas." The choleric diarrhoea.,
which always had preceded for a variable number of days the
blue stage in the cases which came under my own observation,
and had generally been neglected, when promptly met was a
tractable disease by the ordinary means, guarded by opium,
calculated to restore the biliary function in its healthy secre-
tion ; whilst from the blue stage, when thoroughly established,
I never saw an instance of recovery either at Whitby or in
India. At length, indeed, I regarded it as the moribund stage,
and felt some hesitation as to the propriety of disturbing the
patient when in this state of collapse.

" &AElig;que est ac si aquas imputeum conjicias."
I am, Sir, your very obedient servant,

WM. ALEXANDER, M.D.,
Physician to the Halifax Infirmary and Dispensary.

Halifax, Sept. 26, 1848.

WM. ALEXANDER, M.D.,
Physician to the Halifax Infirmary and Dispensary.


